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The Principles and Practice of Medicine. By Arthur R 
Edwards, A.M., M.D., Professor of the Principles and Practice 
of Medicine and of Clinical Medicine in the Northwestern Uni¬ 
versity Medical School, Chicago, Illinois. Pp. 1328; 101 engrav¬ 
ings, and 19 plates. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Bros. 
& Co., 1907. 

Dr. Edwards has prepared a Practice of Medicine which, al¬ 
though it follows familiar lines in many respects (and this from the 
nature of the subject can scarcely Be avoided), yet possesses a suffi¬ 
ciency of individuality to arrest attention. The classifications 
adopted are those usually followed, and the treatment of much of 
the subject matter is very much what one expects. But, as the author 
states in the preface (and his statements are confirmed by a perusal 
of the book), as far as possible, the causative pathology has been 
blended with the consecutive clinical features of disease, reasons 
have been given for facts, exceptions have been subordinated to 
what is usually found at the bedside, and the allurements of typical 
clinical pictures and dogmatic generalizations have been avoided 
because they hold neither in practice nor at the postmortem table. 
The pathological and clinical descriptions are clear, concise, and 
accurate: this is especially true of many of the infectious diseases and 
diseases of the nervous system. But, here and there, especially in 
the sections devoted to diseases of the heart and of the gastro¬ 
intestinal system, the style adopted does not lend itself well to an 
orderly description of the evolution of the diseases in question— 
which is especially important from the point of view of the student. 
There is a large number of excellent tables illustrating the differential 
diagnosis of diseases likely to be confused, and tables of diseases of 
certain organs, such as the liver and the kidneys, and of the 
eruptive diseases and diseases of the typhoid group. In these and 
in general in the paragraphs devoted to differential diagnosis there 
is often a wealth of facts not to be found in other works of a similar 
kind. An unusual amount of space has been devoted to treatment, 
to the detailed consideration of drugs, and to numerous formulse 
and prescriptions ready, as the author states, for the student to use 
or improve upon. The physiological action of drugs has been 
dwelt upon because, in the author’s experience, the symptoms of 
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disease are often confounded with those of the remedies exhibited for 
its cure. This is an excellent feature of the book-—wisely under¬ 
taken and well executed. Considerable attention also has been 
devoted to the indications for and the results of surgical intervention 
in many of the so-called borderland diseases. 

As a whole, the book impresses the reviewer very favorably; he 
recommends it to the attention of students, practitioners, and 
teachers, in the belief that when tried it will not be found wanting, 
but will be always of service. A. K. 


Gynecology and Abdominal Surgery. Edited by Howard A. 
Kelly, M.D., F.R.C.S., Professor of Gynecological Surgery in 
the Johns Hopkins University; and Charles P. Noble, M.D., 
Clinical Professor of Gynecology in the Woman’s Medical Col¬ 
lege of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. Vol. I; pp. 851; 405 original 
illustrations by Hermann Becker, Max Brodel, and others. Phila¬ 
delphia and London: W. B. Saunders Co., 1907. 

We have looked forward with eager pleasure to the publication 
of the present work from the early stages of its preparation, and 
therefore it gives us an added measure of satisfaction to be able 
to say that careful reading of this first volume has not left us with 
a sense of disappointment. It is needless to say that the work 
has been thoroughly done: the names of the authors and editors 
would guarantee this, but much may be said in praise of the method 
of presentation, and attention may be called to the inclusion of matter 
not to be found elsewhere. We are greatly pleased with the character 
of the illustrations prepared by Messrs. Becker and Brodel, and 
we would particularly call attention to the insertion of the bibli¬ 
ography at the foot of the page. This is a German method which 
has but too few imitators in this country. Every book which makes 
any pretensions to authority should give ample space to the citation 
of references to the original sources of information, and it gives us 
great pleasure to note this admirable feature of this book. In addi¬ 
tion we would call especial attention to the historical resume which 
precedes the consideration of each subject. The history of medicine 
is but too little considered in the rush of present-day work, and we 
therefore welcome most heartily this variation from the usual. 

Three of the authors of the volume have died since the inception 
of the work, Drs. Skene, Pryor, and Henrotin, and their articles 
must have an added interest in that they are the last contributions 
of these well-known men to surgery. Considering the book from 
the standpoint of technical criticism, there is but little to regret and 
much to praise. Of course, it would be possible to find some 
typographical errors by careful search; probably there might have 



